
Presidentôs Message 
The Asia -Pacific region is the fastest growing economic 
region in the world, where a large number of research-

ers, engineers, educators, and students are working in 
the field of information technology. Driven by the   
vision to establish an international organization that  
fosters interaction and collaboration on research and 

education in this region, the Asia -Pacific Signal and 
Information Processing Association (APSIPA) was 
founded on October 5, 2009.  

APSIPA is a non -profit organization covering research 
of all aspects of signals and information, including  
processing, recognition, classification, communica-
tions, networking, computing, system design, security,    
implementation, and technology with applications to 
scientific, engineering, health, and social areas. The 

mission of APSIPA has the following five aspects:  

¶ Providing education, research and development 

exchange platforms for both academia and        

industry.  

¶ Organizing common - interest activities for          

researchers and practitioners.  

¶ Facilitating collaboration with region -specific focus-

es and promoting leadership for worldwide events.  

¶ Disseminating research results and educational  

material via publications, presentations, and     
electronic media.  

¶ Offering professional career opportunities with    

development information and networking.  

Dr. Sadaoki Furui, Professor of Tokyo Institute of 
Technology, was the Founding President of APSIPA 

(2009 -2012). Under his visionary leadership over the 
last 3 years, APSIPA has built a solid foundation with a 
core community of members and rich activities as 
listed below.  

¶ Four annual conferences were successfully held in 

Sapporo, Japan (2009), Singapore (2010), Xian, 
China (2011) and Hollywood, USA (2012). The 
number of attendees has steadily increased from 
250 in 2009 to 400 in 2012.  

¶ APSIPA launched an open -access journal "APSIPA 

Transactions on Signal and Information Processing" 

published by the Cambridge      
University Press in 2012.  

¶ APSIPA started a Distinguished  

Lecturer Program (DLP) with 10 
selected Distinguished Lecturers in 
2012.  

¶ APSIPA published two newsletters 

in 2012.  

¶ APSIPA established the APSIPA  Social Network to 

promote interaction via modern social networking 
tools.   

It is truly amazing to see the rapid development of 

APSIPA within a short span of three years. We are 
obliged to all people that have contributed their time 
and effort to make APSIPA a great success. It is my 
great honour and responsibility to succeed Dr. Furui 
and serve as the 2nd President of APSIPA from 2013 -
2014. In addition to the continual build -up of the 

APSIPA Annual Summit and Conference (ASC), Trans-
actions, DLP, Newsletters, and Social Network, I would 
like to focus on two new initiatives:  

¶ A major recruiting drive for more new APSIPA 

members, and  

¶ Institutional partnership with local engineering   

societies in various countries, academic or          
corporate research labs, etc.  

I am confident that APSIPA will continue to grow    

rapidly in a healthy manner if it knows and can meet 
the need of the signal and information processing R&D 
community. I look forward to working closely with all 

of you, and your feedback comments are very       
welcome.          

     C.- C. Jay Kuo  
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Brief Report on APSIPA ASC 2012  
The APSIPA Annual Summit and Conference (ASC) 2012 was held in Hollywood, California, USA, 

from December 3 -6, 2012. It was the fourth APSIPA annual conference, yet the first one in the 

North America continent. Although the venue was geographically far away from most countries in 

the Asia Pacific rim, the conference had a record high attendance number, which was slightly over 

400.  

Paper submission and presentation were organized in 6 separate tracks, corresponding to the tech-

nical areas covered by 6 APSIPA technical committees. Among them, the Speech, Language and 

Audio (SLA) tract and the Image, Video and Multimedia (IVM) tract attracted the largest numbers 

of submissions. For the first time, we got the technical sponsorship from the IEEE Signal Pro-

cessing Society, and all accepted papers are accessible via IEEEXplore.  

The technical program included 8 tutorial sessions, 3 keynote speeches, 2 panel discussion ses-

sions (on the new APSIPA transactions and on guidance to high quality research), one forum dis-

cussion session (on the interaction of academia and industry), together with 54 oral sessions and 6 

poster sessions. Three best awards were granted in the conference banquet. They are:  

¶ The Best Paper Award (Long Paper Category): Ernest Kurniawan, Stefano Rini and Andrea 

Goldsmith, ñEnergy Efficient Cooperation for Two-Hop Relay Networksò 

¶ The Best Paper Award (Short Paper in Regular Session Category): Hironori Doi, Tomoki Toda, 

Tomoyasu Nakano, Masataka Goto and Satoshi Nakamura, ñSinging Voice Conversion Method 

Based on  Many - to -Many Eigenvoice Conversion and Training Data Generation Using A Singing - to -

Singing Synthesis Systemò 

The Best Paper Award (Short Paper in Special Session Category): Zhizheng Wu, Tomi Kinnunen, 

Eng Siong Chng, Haizhou Li and Eliathamby Ambikairajah, ñA Study on Spoofing Attack in State-of-

The-Art Speaker Verification: the Telephone Speech Caseò 

The social program included a welcome reception, a conference banquet and a presentation of the 

IRIS show by Cirque du Soleil performed at the Dolby Theater. IRIS explores the different tech-

niques of cinema, as it evolves from black and white to color in a world of shadows and light. The 

story unfolds as our two young heroes venture through a universe that brings to life a succession 

of cinematic genres, reawakening the limitless potential of this art form.  

Hollywood is the heart of the American motion picture industry and home to the stars and to some 

of the most recognizable attractions in the world. Attendees enjoyed this environment very much, 

walking among the ñstarsò on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and using the camera to capture the 
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world famous Hollywood sign and attractions 

such as hand/footprints in the cement courtyard 

of the Chinese Theatre, the Kodak Theatre, Mad-

ame Tussaudôs and more. A large number of in-

terview sessions were conducted during the con-

ference. Leaders in the field of signal and infor-

mation processing shared their valuable experi-

ence with young researchers. There is a compan-

ion article in this newsletter will provide more 

details on these interview sessions.  

APSIPA ASC 2012 was concluded at the noon of 

Dec. 6. We welcome your contributions to ASIPA 

ASC 2013, which will be held in KaoHsiung, Tai-

wan, from Oct. 29 to Nov. 1, 2013. Look forward 

to seeing old as well as new friends there.  

APSIPA Transactions on Signal and Information Processing  
 
The journal serves as an international forum for signal and information processing researchers across 

a broad spectrum of research, ranging from traditional modalities of signal processing to emerging 

areas where either (i) processing reaches higher semantic levels (e.g., from speech recognition to 

multimodal human behavior recognition) or (ii) processing is meant to extract information from      

datasets that are not traditionally considered signals (e.g., mining of Internet or sensor information).  
APSIPA Transactions on Signal and Information Processing is an Open Access, e - journal launched in 

partnership between the Asia -Pacific Signal and Information Processing Association (APSIPA) and 

Cambridge University Press.  

If you have any questions about the journal, please direct them to the Editor - in -Chief, Professor Anto-

nio Ortega, University of Southern California, antonio.ortega@sipi.usc.edu . An interview with         

Professor Ortega regarding this journal can be accessed from [ Link -1] ; [ Link -2 for China ]. The pub-

lished articles can be freely accessed and downloaded through the link  

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=SIP  


